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· Oral Presentation 
· Topics: London Entertainments 
· 
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            There are two oral presentations in this course. Sign up for these as soon as possible and remember your presentation dates. The oral presentations are 10 minutes in length and may be delivered with notes, without notes, ad lib, or any other format.
 
            The oral presentations involve research. Please have a brief summary (1 page) of your presentation and a works cited page ready to hand in. Do not use sources (such as Wikipedia) that are not authoritative and that do not stand by their information. The ability to choose strong sources is part of the assignment. Remember, all information must be in one’s own words or must be clearly quoted (ie. make the quotation clear even when presenting orally). Failure to cite appropriately is plagiarism and results in a zero on the assignment.
 
            The oral presentations invites students to make connections between texts we are reading and the culture that produced these texts. Do not merely gather facts and list them; instead, create an argument that illuminates the values of the society we are studying, that reveals the nature of the hierarchies that structure early modern Britain, and that deepens our understanding of the texts we are reading. Each presentation should have a thesis, an argument, evidence, and should employ oral works cited (ie. mention your sources as part of the talk).
 
            Some presentations are about a person, some are about an event. In the first case, provide information about that person, but also argue a case for why the person is significant, what that person’s experiences reveal about the era we are studying, or how the person’s life and/or work illuminate the texts we are reading. In the case of an event, describe the event and also argue, as in the case of a person, why this event is illuminating or meaningful to us as students of English literature. In other words, presentations must teach us about the event or person and also argue about why this person or event is meaningful (“so what”?).
 
Each topic is very, very broad. Find a specific argument about it. Be specific: don’t just give vague information about the topic: remember, it is better to offer a narrow but deep thesis than to cover a lot of information briefly.
 
            Each presentation will also be graded on formal, academic style. Expect to speak in an appropriate tone with vocal variety and poised physical presence. The talk should be well-organized and polished. Students may use powerpoint, handouts, or any other aid or format; however, this is not necessary. Remember: a poorly organized, awkwardly presented or redundant powerpoint presentation will result in serious deductions. Excellent presentations consist of good information, strong argument, and professional delivery, regardless of method.
 
Several suggestions:
 
Norton website
Google Scholar (for scholarly articles that may be in our online database)
The Times Database (our library website)
Old Bailey online http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
Medieval Sourcebook http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/sbook.html
Middle Ages.org http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/
Luminarium http://www.luminarium.org/
Spartacus Educational http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/Britain.html
The Royal Family http://www.royal.gov.uk/
The British Museum http://www.britishmuseum.org/
 
Introductory Guide to Critical Theory
http://www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/
 
Close reading of a literary passage
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/reading_lit.html
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Oral Presentation Rubric
Oral Presentation Grading Form                Name: __________________           
 
                                                                        Date: ______________
 
 
	 
 
 
	Excellent
 
	Good
 
 
	OK
 
	Poor

	 
Argument: (10)
Introduction/ Conclusion/ Structure
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
“So What” Thesis/ Links to Course
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Logical, Relevant Argument
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Evidence and Research: (10)
Ample, Relevant Facts and Examples
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Good Sources/ Good Oral Citation
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Written Summary and Works Cited page
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Delivery: (10)
Eye Contact/ Physical Performance
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Volume and Vocal Variety
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Professionalism/ Authority
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 
	 
 

	 
Other Issues:
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
 
Time: ____________   (9-11 mins. - 2pts/15sec. outside limit)
 
 
Grade: ________ / 30 points
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